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Jim “Boxcar” Bailey — Class of 1949

“Whoever gave Jim Bailey that '‘Boxcar’ label wasn't far wrong," said the
Arizona State football coach after his team lost, 34-21, to Miami Univer-
sity in the 1951 Salad Bowl. Bailey had just capped a sensational sopho-
more season by rushing for 108 yards and two touchdowns. He was a
major reason for Miami’s 9-1 record and Mid-American Conference cham-
pionship in 1950. His rushing and kick returning also highlighted the
memorable “Blizzard Bowl,” when the Redskins shutout Cincinnati, 28-0.
Bailey “almost appeared to be wearing snowshoes,” a writer noted, as he
dominated in the snow and cold at Nippert Stadium. His college feats
didn’t surprise HHS fans. His speed, power and strength - which enabled him to run over potential
tacklers - prompted the “Boxcar” nickname, bestowed by John Heinz, a Journal-News sportswriter.
Bailey was an All-Ohio second team offensive selection as a halfback while a junior and a second team
defensive choice his senior year as a linebacker. In those seasons, the Big Blue won 18 of 20 games.
He also was a starter on Hamilton’s 1949 state championship basketball team and was named to the all-
tournament team in Columbus. He was a sprinter on the HHS track squad. In his two seasons at Miami
he played under two legendary.coaches, Woody Hayes and Ara Parseghian. Later, Hayes referred to
Bailey as the greatest athlete he had coached. While at Miami, Bailey won third in the 100-yard dash in
the NCAA track meet. He had professional football tryouts with the Los Angeles Rams and Cleveland
Browns, but a knee injury suffered during U. S. Army service ended his career. He was named to the
Butler County Sports Hall of Fame in 1990. Bailey Square, a block-long park dividing South Second
Street between Chestnut and Walnut streets in Hamilton, is named in honor of the late Jim “Boxcar”

Bailey.
.Frank Clair - Class of 1936

Frank Clair — who earned football honors in two nations — started his
47-year football career at Hamilton High School as a member of the
1933 team. As a senior, he captained Coach Ray Tilton’s 1935 unbeaten
state championship team which out scored its opponents, 316-9, in win-
ning 10 straight games. Clair also played basketball and ran track for
the Big Blue. He played three years of football at Ohio State University,
winning All-Big Ten honors in 1939 before joining the Washington
Redskins. During World War Il, he played on and coached armed ser-

vices teams. After the war, he was head coach for two years at the o _
University of Buffalo and then an assistant coach at several schools, including Miami. His coaching fame

came in the Canadian Football League where he won 174 games in 19 seasons. He was associated
with seven Grey Cup championships, the Canadian equivalent of the Super Bowl. He coached the
Toronto Argonauts to the 1951 and 1952 titles and guided the Ottawa Rough Riders to the CFL crown in
1960, 1968 and 1969. He was general manager when Ottawa won the Grey Cup in 1973 and 1978. Clair
also was vice president of the Ottawa team until retiring in 1982, ending a 32-year association with the
CFL. The Ottawa stadium is named Frank Clair Stadium in his honor. Clair was named to the Butler
County Sports Hall of Fame in 1985.
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Alex “Boo” Ellis — Class of 1954

Alex “Boo” Ellis averaged 21 points a game and set a new school season

scoring record as he led the 1953-54 Big Blue to the Ohio high school

basketball championship. He scored 56 points in two games in the state

finals in Cleveland as Coach Warren Scholler’s team completed a 25-3

season. Ellis, known as shy and gentle off the court, outplayed the larger

and more rugged Frank Howard (later an All-American at Ohio State and

a professional baseball player) to enable the Big Blue to beat Columbus

South in the championship game. Ellis — who led HHS in scoring and

rebounding in his junior and senior seasons — was honored as the most
valuable player in the state tournament and a first team All-Ohio selection in 1954. He was a starter all
three years at Niagara University, then one of the nation’s basketball powers. During the 1957-58 sea-
son, Ellis was the leading rebounder in NCAA Division | competition (508 rebounds in 25 games). He
was named the All-Western New York Player of the Year in 1958. His professional career included two
years with the Minneapolis Lakers of NBA, six seasons in the Continental League and three years with
the Marcus Haynes Fabulous Magicians, a traveling professional team. Ellis, who was inducted into the
Butler County Sports Hall of Fame in 1984, has been active in many local church and community pro-
grams.

Kevin Grevey — Class of 1971

Kevin Grevey — twice All-Ohio, and All-American as a senior — was
known as “the scoring machine” at Taft High School. He averaged 32.5
points and 17.5 rebounds as a senior, and established a Butler County
career scoring record. That year, Coach Marv McCollum's Tigers ad-
vanced to the regional final before losing a controversial one-point deci-
sion to Dayton Dunbar. Grevey also played baseball and tennis for the
Tigers before entering the University of Kentucky. As a Wildcat, he con-
tinued to collect honors, including three years as an all-conference se-
lection and an All-American twice. As a sophomore, he was the SEC
player of the year. The next year he led UK in scoring, averaging 21.9
points per game. As a senior, he led the Wildcats into the Final Four. Grevey scored 34 points as UK lost
92-85 to UCLA in the 1975 championship game. At the end of his three-year career, Grevey was the No.
3 scorer in Kentucky history. Joe Hall, his UK coach, said “Kevin has always come through for us when
the chips are down, which is indicative of a great player. His contributions have not only been in scoring,
but in all phases of the game.” Grevey was the first-round choice of the Washington Bullets in the 1975
NBA draft. The highlight of his 10-year professional career — which included a stint with the Milwaukee
Bucks — was the 1977-78 season. He moved from forward to guard that year, and it paid off for Coach
Dick Motta. Grevey averaged 15.5 points a game, including a 43-point performance against Houston, as
the Bullets won the 1978 NBA championship. He was inducted into the Butler County Sports Hall of
fame in 1991. Since retiring, Grevey has been a basketball broadcaster in the Washington area.




James Grimm — Supervisor

Locally, Jim Grimm is best known for the fast-paced performances of the
Hamilton High School Fliptwisters, which he founded. For several years
into the 1950's, the Fliptwisters entertained at basketball games and else-
where. The popular high school group was in demand throughout the
area. Grimm, an all-around athlete and scholar, captained Dover High
School's 1925 football team and was class president. At Denison Uni-
versity, he played football and won a wrestling championship. He came
to Hamilton as a teacher and established and directed the school system's
health and physical education program. As director, he introduced physi-
cal education in elementary schools which was coordinated with programs in junior and senior high
schools. His innovative teaching techniques earned him national recognition. The physical fitness advo-
cate was president of the Ohio Health and Physical Education Association, and president of the Ohio
Parks and Recreation Association. The latter honor was related to his years of service as recreation
director for the City of Hamilton. In that post, he developed a city-wide playground program. He also was
responsible for starting the Little Fish swimming instructions at city pools, the outdoor education center
behind Wilson Junior High School and Operation Pumpkin, a city-wide Halloween program. Grimm also
helped establish a camping program at Champion's Thomson Park in the 1930's, and in retirement
worked in the fitness center at the YMCA. Grimm, who has contributed to many other Hamilton commu-
nity activities and programs, was inducted into the Butler County Sports Hall of Fame in 1991.

- Derek Howard — Class of 1974

Derek Howard participated in three sports — football, basketball and track
— at Garfield High School, but his most notable achievements were on
the gridiron. He earned All-American and All-Ohio recognition after com-
pleting his senior season for Coach Lou Florio’s Griffins. He also was
named captain of the 1974 Ohio All-Star team. He was recruited to the
University of Michigan by Coach Bo Schembechler. With the Wolver-
ines, Howard was a four-year letterman, and won All-Big Ten and Aca-
demic All-American honors. He played in two Rose Bowls and one Or-

ange Bowl before graduating from UM’s College of Architecture. A trib-
ute to his athletic and academic success is the Derek Howard Hustler Award, which is accorded annually

to the Michigan football player combining academic and athletic excellence. Howard operates an archi-
tectural firm in the Hamilton-Fairfield area. '

Judy Kraft — Class of 1970

Judy Kraft played volleyball and basketball for three years, softball for
two seasons and tennis for one while at Taft High School. Every year
during her playing career, the Tigers won the Greater Miami Conference
volleyball, basketball and softball championships. She was the most valu-
able player on all three teams. She earned basketball letters for four
years at Belmont University in Nashville, Tennessee. Kraft returned to
Hamilton as a teacher and coach. She taught at Harding Junior High
School while serving as reserve basketball coach at Taft High School and
later at Hamilton High School for six years. She also coached soccer
and softball at the junior and senior high levels. In 1987 she moved to Badin High School as head coach
and “put Badin women’s basketball on the map” while teaching at George Washington Junior High School.
In her six-year tenure, Kraft compiled a 105-39 record, took her teams to the sectionals four times, won
three division championships and gained the regional finals twice. Before her death in a 1993 traffic
accident, Kraft's honors included: Butler County Coach of the Year in 1990, 1991 and 1993; Cincinnati
Post and Cincinnati Enquirer coach of the year, 1993; All-Ohio Division Il Coach of the Year in 1993; and
induction into the Hamilton Catholic-Badin-Notre Dame Hall of Fame in 1995.

Marvin McCollum — Coach

Marvin (Bud) McCollum's varied coaching career linked several eras in
Hamilton sports. He was the last head basketball coach at the old Hamil-
ton High School in 1958-59 and the first at the new Hamilton High School
in 1980-81. In the interim, he built an outstanding basketball program at
Taft High School from the 1960-61 through the 1979-80 seasons. His
teams won 10 Greater Miami Conference titles, and 13 sectional and five
district championships. His 1961-62 Taft team is the last Hamilton team
to achieve an unbeaten season. The Tigers won 27 straight games, cli-

maxed by defeating top-ranked Cleveland East Tech in the state champi-
onship game. After the 1961-62 season, McCollum was named Ohio High School Coach of the Year by

the Associated Press, United Press International and the Ohio State Basketball Coaches Association.
His career basketball coaching won-lost record, including successful years at Seven Mile High School,
was 482-145. During his Hamilton career, he also coached football, track and baseball. His other
accolades include; GMC coach of the year, 1981; charter inductee in the Ohio High School Basketball
Coaches Association Hall of Fame in 1987; and president of the latter association in 1969-70. McCollum
was an outstanding athlete at Fairfield High School and attended Wake Forest University before Marine
service in World War |l. After the war, he completed his education at Miami University. He was inducted
into the Butler County Sports Hall of Fame in 1983.




Joe Nuxhall — Class of 1947

Joe Nuxhall — whose name is synonymous with baseball — also ex-
celled in football and basketball at Hamilton High School. He made pro-
fessional baseball history in 1944 when — at age 15 and just out of Wil-
son Junior High School — he pitched part of an inning for the Cincinnati
Reds. His appearance June 10, 1944, against the St. Louis Cardinals
made him the youngest participant in a major league game. In 1948,
after regaining amateur status, he starred in three sports at Hamilton
High School. As a senior fullback, he helped the 1946 Big Blue to a 6-2-
1 record and was named the Associated Press All-Ohio third team. In
basketball he was the leading scorer and rebounder on a team that won 19 out of 22 games. He was
selected to the AP's 1947 All-Ohio first team. He also pitched for the 1947 baseball team. Nuxhall
rejoined the Reds in 1952 and became a mainstay of the pitching staff until 1961 when he was traded to
Kansas City in the American League. One of his best seasons was 1955 when the left-hander had a 17-
12 record, led the National League with five shutouts and was outstanding in the All-Star Game. Rejoin-
ing the Reds in mid-season 1962, he compiled a 5-0 record and was 15-8 in 1963. At age 38, in April
1967, he retired from the mound and moved into the broadcast booth. In 1997, “Hamilton Joe” will begin
his 31st season as a popular Reds broadcaster. His 16-year major league won-lost record was 135-177,
including 130-109 in 14 Cincinnati seasons. Nuxhall’s statistics are impressive, but the late Bill Moeller
spoke for many people when he said Joe's “nice guy attitude off the field stands out as much as his fine
performance on the field.” He was inducted into the Butler County Sports Hall of Fame in 1982.

- Paul Sarringhaus — Class of 1940

The Big Blue won 27 of 29 football games in 1937, 1938 and 1939. The
only two losses in those three years came when Paul Sarringhaus was
unable to play because of injuries. He captained Coach Ray Tilton’s
1939 state co-championship team, which compiled a perfect 9-0 record
after a pair of 8-1 seasons. He also played on the HHS basketball team
which was runner-up in the 1938 state tournament and ran dashes on
the track team. Sarringhaus — who was chosen Ohio’s outstanding
high school football player in 1939 — continued his career at Ohio State
University. He played offense and defense for the Buckeyes and as a
tailback handled the passing and punting as well as rushing. Under Coach Paul Brown, OSU won the
1942 national title. That year, Sarringhaus led the Big Ten Conference in touchdowns and earned sec-
ond team All-American. After a tour of duty during World War II, he returned to OSU and his picture was
featured on the cover of Life Magazine. Sarringhaus —who was inducted into the Butler County Sports
Hall of Fame in 1983 — played two years of professional football with the Detroit Lions and Chicago
Cardinals before starting his business career.

Warren Scholler - Class of 1938

Warren Scholler played on one state championship basketball team (24-
0 in 1937) and coached teams to two Ohio titles (25-1 in 1949 and 25-3 in
1954). His 26-2 team in 1951 lost in the state finals. In 1938, as a senior
captain, he returned to Columbus, making the all-tournament team as the
Big Blue lost by two points in the championship game. At Ohio State
University, he was All-Big Ten in baseball in 1942. In 10 seasons as bas-
ketball coach at his alma mater, his HHS teams captured six league crowns
and won 195 games and lost only 45. Some of the most memorable
games of the Scholler era were the twice-a-season Hamilton-Middletown
games played in the Cincinnati Garden. In that series, which began in 1949-50, Scholler matched coaching
wits with Paul Walker, his Middletown counterpart. Scholler also served two years as president of the
Ohio High School Basketball Coaches Association. He joined the coaching staff at Bowling Green State
University in 1958 and, starting in 1963, was the Falcon's head coach for four years. He retired in 1984
as an assistant professor in the school of health, physical education and recreation. As a Bowling Green
resident, he was active in the Red Cross and chaired the city recreation board. He was inducted into the
Butler County Sports Hall of Fame in 1986.

Jack Smith — Class of 1931

Best known as a football player at Hamilton High School, Jack Smith was
a multi-talented athlete. He was a standout on three Big Blue football
squads, including Coach Dana King’s unbeaten, untied 1929 state cham-
pionship team that outscored their opponents 331 to 19. He also was a
leader on HHS basketball and track teams. As a collegiate, Smith was an
outstanding running back at Ohio State University. As a Buckeye, he also
won the Big Ten heavyweight boxing championships in 1933 and 1934.
After retirement from business in Hamilton, Smith was a volunteer diving
coach for local high school swimming teams for several years. He was
inducted into the Butler County Sports Hall of Fame in 1996.




Jim “Boxcar” Bailey — Class of 1949

“Whoever gave Jim Bailey that '‘Boxcar’ label wasn't far wrong," said the
Arizona State football coach after his team lost, 34-21, to Miami Univer-
sity in the 1951 Salad Bowl. Bailey had just capped a sensational sopho-
more season by rushing for 108 yards and two touchdowns. He was a
major reason for Miami’s 9-1 record and Mid-American Conference cham-
pionship in 1950. His rushing and kick returning also highlighted the
memorable “Blizzard Bowl,” when the Redskins shutout Cincinnati, 28-0.
Bailey “almost appeared to be wearing snowshoes,” a writer noted, as he
dominated in the snow and cold at Nippert Stadium. His college feats
didn’t surprise HHS fans. His speed, power and strength - which enabled him to run over potential
tacklers - prompted the “Boxcar” nickname, bestowed by John Heinz, a Journal-News sportswriter.
Bailey was an All-Ohio second team offensive selection as a halfback while a junior and a second team
defensive choice his senior year as a linebacker. In those seasons, the Big Blue won 18 of 20 games.
He also was a starter on Hamilton’s 1949 state championship basketball team and was named to the all-
tournament team in Columbus. He was a sprinter on the HHS track squad. In his two seasons at Miami
he played under two legendary.coaches, Woody Hayes and Ara Parseghian. Later, Hayes referred to
Bailey as the greatest athlete he had coached. While at Miami, Bailey won third in the 100-yard dash in
the NCAA track meet. He had professional football tryouts with the Los Angeles Rams and Cleveland
Browns, but a knee injury suffered during U. S. Army service ended his career. He was named to the
Butler County Sports Hall of Fame in 1990. Bailey Square, a block-long park dividing South Second
Street between Chestnut and Walnut streets in Hamilton, is named in honor of the late Jim “Boxcar”

Bailey.
.Frank Clair - Class of 1936

Frank Clair — who earned football honors in two nations — started his
47-year football career at Hamilton High School as a member of the
1933 team. As a senior, he captained Coach Ray Tilton’s 1935 unbeaten
state championship team which out scored its opponents, 316-9, in win-
ning 10 straight games. Clair also played basketball and ran track for
the Big Blue. He played three years of football at Ohio State University,
winning All-Big Ten honors in 1939 before joining the Washington
Redskins. During World War Il, he played on and coached armed ser-

vices teams. After the war, he was head coach for two years at the o _
University of Buffalo and then an assistant coach at several schools, including Miami. His coaching fame

came in the Canadian Football League where he won 174 games in 19 seasons. He was associated
with seven Grey Cup championships, the Canadian equivalent of the Super Bowl. He coached the
Toronto Argonauts to the 1951 and 1952 titles and guided the Ottawa Rough Riders to the CFL crown in
1960, 1968 and 1969. He was general manager when Ottawa won the Grey Cup in 1973 and 1978. Clair
also was vice president of the Ottawa team until retiring in 1982, ending a 32-year association with the
CFL. The Ottawa stadium is named Frank Clair Stadium in his honor. Clair was named to the Butler
County Sports Hall of Fame in 1985.
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Alex “Boo” Ellis — Class of 1954

Alex “Boo” Ellis averaged 21 points a game and set a new school season

scoring record as he led the 1953-54 Big Blue to the Ohio high school

basketball championship. He scored 56 points in two games in the state

finals in Cleveland as Coach Warren Scholler’s team completed a 25-3

season. Ellis, known as shy and gentle off the court, outplayed the larger

and more rugged Frank Howard (later an All-American at Ohio State and

a professional baseball player) to enable the Big Blue to beat Columbus

South in the championship game. Ellis — who led HHS in scoring and

rebounding in his junior and senior seasons — was honored as the most
valuable player in the state tournament and a first team All-Ohio selection in 1954. He was a starter all
three years at Niagara University, then one of the nation’s basketball powers. During the 1957-58 sea-
son, Ellis was the leading rebounder in NCAA Division | competition (508 rebounds in 25 games). He
was named the All-Western New York Player of the Year in 1958. His professional career included two
years with the Minneapolis Lakers of NBA, six seasons in the Continental League and three years with
the Marcus Haynes Fabulous Magicians, a traveling professional team. Ellis, who was inducted into the
Butler County Sports Hall of Fame in 1984, has been active in many local church and community pro-
grams.

Kevin Grevey — Class of 1971

Kevin Grevey — twice All-Ohio, and All-American as a senior — was
known as “the scoring machine” at Taft High School. He averaged 32.5
points and 17.5 rebounds as a senior, and established a Butler County
career scoring record. That year, Coach Marv McCollum's Tigers ad-
vanced to the regional final before losing a controversial one-point deci-
sion to Dayton Dunbar. Grevey also played baseball and tennis for the
Tigers before entering the University of Kentucky. As a Wildcat, he con-
tinued to collect honors, including three years as an all-conference se-
lection and an All-American twice. As a sophomore, he was the SEC
player of the year. The next year he led UK in scoring, averaging 21.9
points per game. As a senior, he led the Wildcats into the Final Four. Grevey scored 34 points as UK lost
92-85 to UCLA in the 1975 championship game. At the end of his three-year career, Grevey was the No.
3 scorer in Kentucky history. Joe Hall, his UK coach, said “Kevin has always come through for us when
the chips are down, which is indicative of a great player. His contributions have not only been in scoring,
but in all phases of the game.” Grevey was the first-round choice of the Washington Bullets in the 1975
NBA draft. The highlight of his 10-year professional career — which included a stint with the Milwaukee
Bucks — was the 1977-78 season. He moved from forward to guard that year, and it paid off for Coach
Dick Motta. Grevey averaged 15.5 points a game, including a 43-point performance against Houston, as
the Bullets won the 1978 NBA championship. He was inducted into the Butler County Sports Hall of
fame in 1991. Since retiring, Grevey has been a basketball broadcaster in the Washington area.




Hall of Fame Committee Members

Moody Baker
Jim Blount
Paul Burkhardt
Dr. Jim Carr
Joni Cdpas
Mike DiStaola
George Jonson
Harry Phillips, Jr.
Ken Piersbn
Pat Sword

Larry Wood

Jack Young

Banquet Chairpersons

Marilyn Bowling Anne Carr Sophia Jonson



